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Council Chair Annual Message 2020
It has been a challenging year. Some of our favorite activities had to be
cancelled for the safety of our members, families, and guests. Though
disruptions were many we have still been able to accomplish much. In
our 2020 Annual Report we present an overview of the Council and staff
activities for the past year and the best stories from our local chapters.
The Council’s most important task is ensuring good communication
between members, leaders, and staff. In this way we can coordinate all
the moving parts of TU, supporting the efforts of the Council, staff, local
chapters, and national leadership. Traditionally the Oregon TU Council
holds annual fall and spring meetings at sites around the state cohosted
with the local chapter. This year, not surprisingly, Council “meetings”
have been held by video conference.
On October 22nd we held our 2020 Fall Council meeting. Council officers
and committee directors reported on their activities and shared their
goals and plans for the next year. Our diversity initiatives, membership,
conservation, veteran’s programs and a potential new first responders
program were discussed. Standout successes are our Affiliate Women
on the Fly groups. Oregon Council NLC Representative James Fraser
reported on the initiatives of TU’s National Leadership Council (NLC)
that set TU’s nationwide priorities. Chapter leaders reported on local
advocacy issues, projects, and events. TU Leadership Development
Manager Lisa Beranek presented the New Leaders Section, now live on
the TU national website. Council officer elections were held per Council
bylaws. Council members reviewed our draft 2020-2025 Strategic plan.
It was endorsed by unanimous vote with minor revisions. Preparing a
strategic plan is challenging but rewarding process and we thank the
members who helped us build our plan. This plan will guide the actions
of the Council for the next five years. Perhaps not coincidentally my local
chapter and TU national are working on their respective strategic plans
as well.
Each autumn the Council officers, Chapter leaders, Oregon TU staff
and Advocacy Committee members gather in an annual strategy
session to assess the effectiveness of our efforts over the past year
and plan for the coming year. We commonly concentrate on two
major areas. One is the setting of our priority focus issues for the year.
Last year we selected hatchery reform, wild and scenic rivers, and
stream flows. The other area is Oregon politics including the annual
State Legislative session that begins in January. Statewide we have
addressed commission membership, agency actions and funding,
fisheries regulation, management of state forests, streams, and riparian
corridors. Nationally we have addressed threats to the Clean Water Act,
the National Environmental Policy Act, and the management of Public
Lands. Regionally we joined with TU staff and Councils in Washington
and Idaho in a campaign to protect and improve the management of
the Columbia-Snake river system in order to provide the best chance
of establishing healthy fish populations in the Northwest’s largest
watershed. For more depth on these issues and more see the recent
issues of the Oregon TU Council newsletter, Holding Waters, on the OCTU
website.
Mark Rogers, OCTU Chair

Oregon Council of Trout Unlimited
Financial Report - 12 Month Period
Ending September 31, 2020
Revenue
Individual Donations
Directed Donations
Grants
TU National Support
Event Revenue
Member Dues
Total Revenue

$10,936
$9,986
$7,459
$2,180
$1,646
$1,500
$33,707

Expenses
Conservation Projects
Salmon SuperHwy
Annual Report
Leadership Development
Admin Expense / Insurance
Fundraising Expense
Member Communications
Total Expenses

$12,650
$9,986
$4,268
$1,060
$533
$286
$204
$30,987

Ending Balance

$2,720

Trout Unlimited Oregon Council
Finanacial Summary
Thanks to Oregon members and supporters, TU in Oregon
is financially very stable. We have supported chapters
financially and contributed to conservation projects during
our fiscal year. Our new fiscal year begins April 1 and ends
March 31. The results are for the period ending in March
of 2020.
On the revenue side, we enjoyed a robust donation season,
and received grants to support angler science. Directed
donations supporting the Salmon SuperHwy project
in Tillamook County also made up the most significant
portion of our revenue. TU in Oregon receives a very small
amount of revenue from member dues, so we do depend
on donors to support our regional projects.
On the expense side, we supported our new angler
science program with wetsuits for snorkel surveys and
data loggers for temperature monitoring. These tools are
available for any chapter to use in Oregon. In addition,
OCTU directly supported a project for restoration on the
Crooked River, and the Salmon SuperHwy. Our admin costs
remain low and include supporting our monthly electronic
newsletter and producing this annual report. We are
reserving $15,000 to support a part time staff person to
provide capacity to the council and chapters in volunteer
operations.
For this season, we are already reviewing proposals for
numerous fire restoration projects and hope to have news
on this in the coming months.
The Oregon Council of TU is a volunteer led and staffed
organization and we appreciate your support.

Please use the envelope to contribute to
Oregon Trout Unlimited. Your donations
support Oregon programs and chapters.
Your donation is fully tax deductible.

A Message from our Oregon TU Staff:
What a year 2020 has been! So many challenges for all of us, our families,
our communities, and our trout and salmon streams.
First, my best wishes to all of you that were impacted by the fires. Like so
many others, my family made it through the many evacuation orders and
is now busy navigating the cleanup. During it all, we were so grateful for
our communities and the way Oregonians came together to help those in
need. In a time that feels so politically divided, the many displays of unity
and compassion we have witnessed in recent months here are a reminder
that when we are faced with real challenges our communities will set aside
differences and support, feed, and house one another. This gives me much
optimism for the year ahead.
I believe TU shares these same values, and in many ways that is what
distinguishes our work and our brand. We embrace differences. We listen
to and respect the perspectives of the communities we work in and the
individuals and families we work with. We always look for pragmatic and
durable solutions that benefit everyone rather
than short-term wins that create winners
and losers. As a result, while 2020 has been
distinguished by pandemic and fire, it has
also been distinguished by a remarkable
slate of TU-driven conservation
accomplishments that help both fish
and people.

In NE Oregon, for example, TU worked in “socially distant” partnerships
with veterans and youth crews to place more than 150 beaver dam
analogues (BDAs) in the Grande Ronde and John Day river systems, and to
plant thousands of riparian shrubs. On Oregon’s north coast the Salmon
SuperHwy program removed another 6 culverts, opening 14 miles of
historic habitat once again to salmon, steelhead and lamprey. In the Upper
Klamath basin TU’s staff completed a diverse array of restoration projects,
partnered in research on redband trout so that our restoration efforts will
be guided by a better understanding of their lifecycle and habitat needs,
and, thanks to the restoration work of TU and our partners, celebrated the
return of ESA-listed bull trout to lower Sun Creek for the first time in over
130 years. We also secured new dedications of water to instream flow in
the Umpqua, Rogue, Wallowa, Umatilla and Klamath Basins. This work is
entirely about trust, collaboration, and partnership.
These boots on the ground projects also give TU credibility in Salem, and
in Washington D.C., to tackle the most challenging of policy and budget
issues. TU’s solid reputation, and effectiveness, in the halls of Congress
and state legislatures reflects both the strong passion for angling of
our membership and the fact that many of our staff and grassroots live
and work in the rural landscapes directly affected by many of the policy
and budget issues we work on. In 2020, this work enabled us to secure
new protections for the creeks and rivers that flow through our state
and private forest lands, and at the national level to generate incredible
bi-partisan support for our campaign to protect Bristol Bay. It enabled
us to play a significant role in passing the Great American Outdoors Act,
which permanently and fully funds the Land and Water Conservation Fund
(a longtime priority for TU) and provides five years of funding to address
some of the maintenance backlog that hampers recreational opportunity
on our public lands. We also worked with strong conservation coalitions
to advance other measures that would better protect, restore and fund
our country’s public lands, and to help our partners in agriculture and
forestry steward their working lands sustainably.
TU’s achievements this year represent huge wins for our fish, and for
our communities. Thank you for the important part you play in the
work that delivers such results, and for the time and resources all of
you invest in keeping Oregon’s waters healthy and resilient. We are
One TU!
Sincerely,
Chrysten Lambert, TU Oregon Water Project Director

Challenges and Opportunities - The Clackamas River Chapter
What a year! For Clackamas River Trout Unlimited, 2019-2020 started with promise. Attendance at our monthly meeting was increasing and our
speakers offered high quality information on conservation and fishing. Our fishing outings were well attended and provided opportunities to connect
with our members. We participated in the annual Clackamas River cleanup and partnered with other environmental groups on redd counts and water
quality surveys. All in all, a great start.
Then, March happened, and the world changed. Covid 19 hit us all by surprise and we scrambled like everyone else with how we could continue to
be a viable and energetic organization. Needless to say, our first efforts were to cancel face-to-face meetings and socially isolate in compliance with
new rules and regulations. We continued to have Board meetings and to identify new ways to function effectively. Zoom to the rescue. We joined
the world of on-line connectivity. And, it worked for us. Definitely not the same as in person interaction but better than faceless conference calls.
Our biggest dilemma was what to do about our annual Youth Fly Fishing and Conservation Camp. After
considerable discussion, we realized that because of the nature of our camp we could not safely offer a
camping experience this summer. With great disappointment, we notified families of our decision and looked
forward to next year. It seemed really strange not to spend the last weekend of July with other members of TU
who staff the camp, the many guests who provide education experiences and the 15 kids who provide the reason
for us being there.
Little did we know that the worst was yet to come in the near future when raging fires decimated the Ripplebrook area
and our site. Our CRTU Chapter continues to be committed to youth education and we will spend the next several months
examining creative opportunities to introduce young people to fly fishing and conservation.
Yes, disappointment continues as we confront our new reality, but opportunities also exist. We continue to partner with other
entities who share our sense of purpose. CRTU partnered with the Sandy River Basin Council on a project to restore a floodplain
of the Sandy and Salmon River. We applied for and received an Embrace A Stream Grant allowing us to purchase trees, shrubs
and plants to be placed in the targeted area. On two Saturdays in October, volunteers from the Sandy River Basin Council, CRTU
and many others joined together
to place nearly 1000 plants.
Rain, cold and Covid could
not deter these enthusiastic masked
folks and the job was accomplished in just a few hours.
It was so rewarding to see children and adults working together with
a common purpose. It was so evident that hard work for the right cause is not
only productive but fun.
As we continue into a future that we know will offer challenges, we look forward
continuing to bring people together to learn a the about and support cold water fisheries
and the environment that promotes them. We will continue challenging our creativity to
offer education and activities during these upcoming months and look forward to reaching out
and expanding our connections with our conservation and fishing communities.

Bluebacks Chapter, Mid-Willamette Valley
The Bluebacks Chapter has been committed to the North Creek culvert replacement project for multiple years, with the support of two
Embrace a Stream Grants, organizational partnerships, and many passionate volunteer hours. That vision of replacing an outdated,
undersized, and unfunctional culvert to restore migratory passage and natural fluvial processes became a reality in August 2019.
It was a group of anglers that originally brought attention to the concerns of an outdated culvert that was blocking salmon migration in
North Creek, where the watershed had experienced immense degradation to critical spawning habitat. Collaborations took root throughout
the coastal community and beyond, and planning continued for five years, raising awareness and funds for the collective goal at hand – to
remove the impeding barrier and allow the aquatic species to move freely and functionally, as is their migratory path of life. The outdated
barrier of the past culvert was removed, and an open arch structure was successfully implemented to create 16 miles of newly opened, highquality habitat for species like Chinook and coho salmon, lamprey, steelhead, and coastal cutthroat trout to fulfill their natural migration
and move throughout the watershed and accessing places they had been unable to reach for over 60 years.
On January 22nd, 14 volunteers from the Bluebacks Chapter of Trout Unlimited joined Midcoast Watershed Council at the North Creek
culvert replacement site to survey the new and greatly improved, 50-ft wide, open-bottomed culvert. With a committed vision to continued
restoration, the chapter spent the day planting one hundred sixty native trees and shrubs in areas that were disturbed during the summer’s
construction. The plants were sourced from a nursery, as well as local willow cuttings that were sourced directly from the site. In an effort
to perpetuate growth and ecological health on the landscape, volunteers took small cuttings from the planted willows, which will be
propagated at the nursery and will be used in future restoration work.
Our chapter’s conservation goals here started with restoring fish migration and will continue to grow in support of restoring this special
watershed. We look forward to returning to North Creek to do follow-up eDNA analysis testing to see what measurable changes are
occurring in that ecosystem. We hope that the research done with this project will also help to improve water quality for Oregon’s coastal
communities, reduce the risk of future road failures, provide continued conservation education opportunities, and build relationships with
TU and important local partners. The culvert has been replaced, but we acknowledge that this is also just the beginning of a new chapter to
come, as we look forward to continuing our collective stewardship of this waterway into the future.

Deschutes Redbands Chapter, Central Oregon
The Upper Deschutes River
Adding Insult to Injury
Most Oregonians and all Central Oregonians are familiar
with the plight of the Deschutes River regarding seasonal
flow fluctuations to meet irrigation demands. Until the
2016 court directed settlement agreement stipulating
a minimum winter flow of 100 cfs, the upper Deschutes
would be routinely cut back to 20-30 cfs in winter
(mid-October through April). Let’s not forget that the
upper Deschutes prior to the dams would maintain an
amazingly stable year-round flow of about 660 – 730 cfs
(Hardin-Davis 1991). Under the current artificial regime,
flows can vary between 100 cfs in winter to 1,900 cfs at
the heighth of the summer irrigation season. Simply put,
the upper Deschutes is managed as an irrigation canal
not as a wild and scenic river.
2020 brings a new muddy twist. The upper Deschutes
suffered a significant and unprecedented influx of heavily sedimented water from Wickiup Reservoir. It seems this event started on September 14
and coincides with the fact that Wickiup was drawn-down to unprecedented low levels of about 1% of storage capacity. While the river turned
brown above its confluence with Fall River (see picture taken from LaPine State Park 9-15-20), we know from the public’s reaction that the water
quality problem extended through Bend or about 55 river miles. The Deschutes continued to be a muddy colored mess for over a two-week period.
Irrigators, the Oregon Water Resource Department and the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality have been contacted and all are aware
of the sediment load transferred from Wickiup to the upper Deschutes. There seems to be consensus that by dropping the level of Wickiup to 1%
of capacity, for the first time long-accumulated sediments that had settled in the old river channel of the Deschutes through Wickiup Reservoir
became exposed. Ironically, what is left of the “natural flow” of the Deschutes through Wickiup was enough to move these sediments, in mass,
through the reservoir and into the upper Deschutes. In my 32 years living near the upper Deschutes, there has never been this level of turbidity unrelated to any precipitation event - for this long a time period.
What are the fishery/habitat impacts on the upper River and how can a recurrence of this be prevented? Maybe the better question is, “how can
a wild and scenic river be treated like this and with apparent impunity based on the lack of regulatory response?” We will continue to follow-up
with state agencies to ensure, regardless of irrigation demands and future drought conditions, that dumping sediment into the upper Deschutes
is not an acceptable option.

South Coast Cutthroat Chapter
This past year members of the South Coast Cutthroat Chapter attended meetings and submitted comments pertaining to Jordan Cove LNG. Chapter
members are also following the potential sale of the Elliott State Forest to Oregon State University. It’s important to keep this treasured forest in
public ownership while protecting the valuable fish and wildlife that reside here.
Chapter members had also planned a river clean-up on many of the popular Coos County fishing access sites, a one-day women’s fly fishing
workshop, and great evening at the historic Egyptian Theatre watching the Wild and Scenic Film Festival. Due to the circumstances with Covid 19,
these events had to be cancelled for 2020. But we are looking forward to putting on these events again as soon as we can.
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CONTACT YOUR LOCAL CHAPTER:

TUALATIN VALLEY CHAPTER
President:
Lori Day
Email:
tvtumembers@gmail.com
Web:
tualatinvalley.tu.org
Location:
Portland Metro West
BLUEBACKS CHAPTER
President:
Troy Rintz
Email:
bluebacksTU@gmail.com
Web:
bluebacks.org
Location:
Corvallis
CLACKAMAS RIVER CHAPTER
President:
Ruth Ann Tsukuda
Email:
info@clackamasrivertu.org
Web:
clackamasrivertu.org
Location:
Portland Metro East

SOUTH COAST CUTTHROAT CHAPTER
President:
Gary Vonderohe
Email:
southcoastcuts@gmail.com
LocationL
Coos Bay

KLAMATH CHAPTER
President:
Nell Scott
Email:
Nell.Scott@tu.org
Web:
klamathtu.com
Location:
Klamath Falls

REDSIDES CHAPTER
President:
Open
Email:
info@theredsides.org
Web:
theredsides.org
Location:
Eugene

DESCHUTES CHAPTER
President
Shaun Pigott
Email:
spigott@teleport.com
Web:
deschutes.tu.org
Location:
Bend

Follow your local Chapter on

Instagram or Facebook!

THANK YOU TO OUR
AMAZING OREGON BUSINESS
AND GUIDE MEMBERS:
The Fly Fishing Shop
Worthy Garden Club
Paul’s Pipes
Royal Treatment Fly Shop
Blue Horizon Fly Fishing
The Rogue Angler, LLC
Elkton Grade School
Base Camp Oregon
Soul River Runs Deep
The Caddis Fly Angling Shop
Korkers Footwear
Sawyer Paddles and Oars
Loon Outdoors
High School Sandy Union

