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Update from Oregon Council of Trout Unlimited
Chair Mark Rogers
Welcome to our annual end-of-year report. In it you will find a sampler of
what we have been up to in 2021. We feature the chapters and staff that
do the heavy lifting of Trout Unlimited (TU), here in Oregon and across the
country. Our Oregon Council is simply an extension of the chapters that dot
our unique regions across the state. Our central purpose is to extend the reach
of members and chapters into the places where decisions are made affecting
the fish, waterways, and people who call Oregon home.
Throughout the year, council members and officers represent TU in legislative
hearings, executive and agency meetings, town halls, and conservation
conferences. Our biannual council meetings bring together our local chapter
and affiliated group leaders, TU staff, and council officers to report on recent
activities, share ideas, and plan for the next year. While it’s a challenge to
pack an all-day, in-person meeting into a three-hour video conference, we
held a very productive meeting on October 23. We plan to meet again in April
of 2022. All are welcome to join our spring and fall meetings, so reach out if
you’d like to participate.
Our recent activities include improving statewide trout and salmon habitat,
endorsing National Wild and Scenic River designations, stopping dredge
mining on sensitive Northwest streams, and participating in initiatives to
establish environmentally-sound management practices in Oregon’s state and
private forests. Regionally, we joined in a campaign to improve management
and protection of the Northwest’s largest watershed, the Columbia-Snake
River System.
At the end of each year leaders from our council, chapters, staff, and
members gather for the OCTU Advocacy Committee Strategy Conference. In
2021 we focused on riparian buffers, stream flows, fish passage, and forest
management. We also strategized how to respond swiftly to issues as they
come up, which sometimes happens very quickly. For more depth on advocacy
and other council concerns, see the recent editions of the Oregon Council
newsletter, Holding Waters, on our Facebook page, facebook.com/TUOregon,
or the OCTU website, tuoregon.org.
We are pleased to share that in the past three years interest in TU has grown,
from 2,800 members up to 3,800. Our diverse community includes anglers,
business members, and non-fishing folk who value our environment and
the work we do to protect it. We also have many friends outside of TU, in
communities and organizations around the state with whom we share events
and revitalize streams. I am told that we are respected and appreciated
by legislators, government officials, and agency staff. We must be doing
something right.
You can do something right, too, by participating in your local chapter, joining
that group’s board of directors, or volunteering with the Oregon Council.
A great place to start is at our spring and fall council meetings, which are
welcoming to all. We can even get you started advocating for the fish and
waters that matter to you! Please join us, or reach out to share your thoughts
and ideas. Our meeting announcements are published in our Holding Waters
newsletter, or contact me through our website.
In the creek or in the capital, your support makes a difference. Please consider
making a donation this season, using the envelope provided in this report.
Funds donated to the Oregon Council of TU stay in Oregon to support chapters,
projects, and initiatives in local communities like yours, and across this state
that we love.
Mark Rogers, OCTU Chair

Please use the envelope to
contribute to Oregon Trout
Unlimited. Your donations support
Oregon programs and chapters.
Your donation is fully tax deductible.

Oregon Council of Trout Unlimited
Financial Summary
OCTU Statement of assets for the fiscal year ending
March 31, 2021:

Beginning Balance
Ending Balance

$27,150
$29,760

OCTU Statement of assets for the fiscal year ending
March 31, 2021:

Current Balance

$36,196

Due to the impact of Covid-19, OCTU did not
hold a fundraiser this year. No chapters utilized
the $10,000 fund the council set aside for local
restoration project support. We hope to support
chapter projects in the coming year.
The council did approve funding for a new film
aimed at supporting diversity and inclusion in
fly fishing. The film producer is Judy Larson, a TU
member formerly from Oregon who now lives in
Washington. The film project is sponsored by the
Washington Council of Trout Unlimited and local fly
shops. Our contribution was $3,000.
Major budget categories for this fiscal year:
•
•

$10,000 for chapter restoration projects
$15,000 held in reserve for our part-time
Volunteer Operations staff position (likely to
be filled in FY2023)

Thank you, Oregon TU members,
for supporting our restoration mission!

Women’s Groups

We are so excited for this opportunity and hope to see you at a future event.
Please feel free to reach out to us via Facebook or Instagram if you have any
questions or if you have any feedback for us. We’d love to hear from you!
Southern Oregon Women On the Fly
Southern Oregon Women On the Fly is run by Sha Juniper Orton and Tabbitha
Bruce, who are both committed to providing fly fishing and conservation
activities that are led and taught by women. It’s a safe and fun environment
for women interested in the sport of fly fishing or supporting conservation in
the Rogue Valley.
If you are interested in joining Sha, Tabbitha, Austen, and Amber in some
really fun events, follow them on Facebook and Instagram. You can also
contact them via these email addresses:
Austen Bates: pdxwomenonthefly@gmail.com
Sha Juniper Orton: shajuniper@gmail.com

Oregon Trout Unlimited Staff Report

Austen Bates and Amber Toal manage PDX Women On the Fly, one of two OCTU
affiliate groups aimed at helping women access the world of fly fishing.

Women anglers – or those interested in learning – now have two groups
dedicated to help them access the world of fly fishing. Both are endorsed and
supported by Oregon Council of Trout Unlimited, and there’s one at each end
of the state: PDX Women On the Fly and Southern Oregon Women on the Fly.
Here’s a little bit more about each group as well as their goals, activities, and
upcoming plans.
PDX Women On the Fly
Portland’s PDX Women On the Fly (PDXWOTF) is excited to share that this
year a new leadership team was put into place and we are eager to get things
moving again after a long, COVID-induced hiatus. We wanted to take this
opportunity to briefly share a bit about us and what we’re looking forward to
accomplishing with this new endeavor!
Austen Bates, Chair: “I started fly fishing a little over two years ago and in
my search for community, I found PDXWOTF’s Facebook page and started
attending as many events as I could! Earlier this year, when I was asked if
I would like to take on the chair position, I couldn’t say no as I knew from
personal experience how valuable this group was to the community. I want
to provide the same opportunity and support that was given to me, as this
sport has changed my life and I know it has the power to change others’
lives as well. I am committed to building a group that reflects our diverse
community and where everyone feels welcome, regardless of their skill
level.”
Amber Toal, Vice Chair: “Like many of the women I have met in this group, I
can confidently say that fly fishing has changed my life. It has taught me to
be independent, creative, and has given me a group of lifelong friends. I’m no
pro, but I am always excited to learn more about fly fishing and how we can
help the environment. I hope to help create opportunities for you all to find
fishing buddies, water you love, ways to support the environment and, most
importantly, I hope this sport can help you find strengths you didn’t know
you had and peace from the chaos that is life.”

In 2021, the work of Trout Unlimited (TU) in Oregon continued to shine,
thanks to the concerted efforts of our staff and 3,800 volunteer members in
the Beaver State.
Climate change is now TU’s biggest challenge. Its primary impacts are
increasingly frequent and severe droughts, wildfires, and heatwaves. In
Oregon, if last year was largely defined by fire, 2021 has been largely defined
by drought, which now grips much of the state — especially the Klamath
Basin — with an intensity we have never seen before. That’s the bad news.
The good news is that virtually all of TU’s conservation work helps to reduce
the impacts of climate change, makes watersheds and landscapes more
resilient to warmer and drier conditions, and ensures our wild fish have
sufficient cold, clean water to thrive.
And we have done more of this work, this year, than ever before. Some of our
highlights include:
• Playing a major role in reaching a historic new agreement known as the
Private Forest Accord (PFA), to improve timber harvest practices on more
than 10 million acres of forest land in Oregon. Now, we will continue to
support this vital campaign by passing legislation to implement reforms
to the PFA – accomplishing these incredible uplifts for our watersheds in
a collaborative way.
• Passing the halfway point in our Salmon SuperHwy campaign, which
aims to reconnect 180 miles of salmon and steelhead streams in the
Tillamook and Nestucca watersheds. In 2021, this project, run by TU’s
Sarah Zwissler, reached the 115-mile marker.
• Making significant progress on the legislative front, especially in our
efforts to better protect wild steelhead and salmon habitat on public
lands. The Southwest Oregon Watersheds and Salmon Protection Act,
the Oregon Recreation Enhancement Act, and the Smith River National
Recreation Area Expansion Act, all advanced in both the House and
Senate.
• Being one of two states to field test the directive in TU’s new strategic
plan to identify priority waters to guide TU’s on-the-ground conservation
work, policy advocacy, and fundraising efforts for the next five years. This
winter, we will build on this effort to ensure our current work at both the
staff and grassroots levels are aligned and executed accordingly.
• Continuing to advocate for wild steelhead through TU’s Wild Steelhead
Initiative, as many wild steelhead populations continued to decline across

much of their native range. In 2021, much of our wild steelhead work
focused on a new plan for managing steelhead in the southwestern part
of our state – the only region in Washington, Oregon, and California
where harvest of wild steelhead is still allowed. We successfully
appealed to the Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission to require the
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife to develop a catch-and-release
alternative for this plan.
• Supporting the removal of four dams on the Lower Snake River to
improve steelhead and salmon recovery throughout the Columbia River
watershed. We also completed a variety of restoration projects and grew
our Headwaters Youth Program in the Columbia River tributaries.
• Successfully advocating for new funding for coldwater conservation.
Senators Wyden and Merkley, Rep. Peter DeFazio, and other Oregon
champions for fish helped deliver major infusions of new water funding
to Oregon, including tens of millions of dollars for salmon and steelhead
recovery, forest and watershed restoration, and drought resilience in the
newly-enacted Infrastructure Investments and Jobs Act of 2021.
Along with these policy initiatives, TU continued its core mission of
implementing dozens of high-quality, high-impact restoration projects
across the state to assure we can all enjoy healthy waters and healthy fish for
generations to come. We work each day in rural communities, urban centers,
and remote outposts to build strong partnerships for these resources.
As climate change, resource development, and antiquated fishery
management policies continue to put pressure on Oregon waters, TU’s
pragmatic and collaborative approach continues to deliver remarkable onthe-ground results for our salmon, steelhead, and trout. Your commitment
and passion help us remain a leader in the coldwater conservation space in
Oregon. With appreciation for all you do to help our finned family, we wish
you a happy, healthy, and fishy season.
Chrysten Lambert
Oregon Director - Trout Unlimited

Bluebacks Chapter, Corvallis

Volunteers from the Bluebacks Chapter of Trout Unlimited
scan a pool on the Upper Luckiamute River for evidence
of steelhead redds detected in a previous survey.

Our team gathered in Oregon’s Coast Range, an hour’s drive northwest of
Corvallis, on a surprisingly bright winter morning in 2021. COVID precautions
had us all arriving separately at the meeting site along the Upper Luckiamute
River, or Upper Lucki, as we call it. This river lies within our chapter’s home
waters and we were on the upper reaches, before it slows as it hits the
flatlands of the Kings and Willamette Valleys. Our purpose on this day was to
conduct a redd survey, covering about four miles of water identified by the
Luckiamute Watershed Council (LWC) and the Oregon Department of Fish and
Wildlife (ODFW) as possible steelhead spawning habitat. Here, in one of the

wettest places in the coastal mountains, we would walk four sections of the
river as it curves a tight vortex toward its headwaters.
Originally, and for centuries, home to the Lakmiut band of the Kalapuya
Indians, the Upper Lucki has been logged over many years. As with
numerous streams in our area, log drives and splash dams on the Lucki once
helped move timber out of the mountains but also severely diminished
fish spawning habitat. Now the LWC, like other watershed custodians, has
initiated a survey of the river and determined where to place large woody
debris (also known as logs) to restore the pool and riffle structure of a healthy
stream and improve spawning habitat for fish that migrate from the Pacific,
through the Columbia, on up the Willamette, and finally into the Lucki.
Since the Bluebacks Chapter was established, we’ve conducted surveys of our
home waters to scout the presence of anadromous fish returning to spawn.
Though the Lucki is small in its upper reaches and we can easily see all
sections of the stream, it is unusual for us to actually spot an adult steelhead.
On the other hand, the oval patches of overturned stones in riffle tailouts
are signs that they’ve arrived, made a redd, and deposited eggs. In January,
Alex Farrand, a fish biologist with ODFW, trained our team to spot, flag, and
record these depressions. In the following months, the Bluebacks performed
18 surveys that involved 10 volunteers and 154 hours of volunteer time. We
walked the stream on six weekends from January until May and observed 59
redds. In 2022 we plan to continue the surveys, which can be used by LWC
and ODFW to understand the effectiveness of stream restoration efforts.
Our surveys highlight many reasons why most of us joined Trout Unlimited. In
a world that desperately needs attention for wildlands and species diversity,
projects like this give us a chance to help improve watersheds on a local scale
– and see the benefits. That’s a gratifying contribution in the midst of the
slow-rolling changes that we’re seeing globally. Our volunteers are heartened
by the sense of collaboration with each other and the hope given to our
watershed and region. Add to this the chance to spend the day walking the
water and observing signs of fish, the arrival of spring, and a local stream in
recovery. If nothing else, we all feel pretty Lucki to have been out on this day.

Tualatin Valley Chapter, West Side Portland Metro
It’s been a challenging year. As with many chapters, pandemic protocols
limited our activities. However, we still managed to move forward with
habitat enhancements, fishing get-togethers, youth education, and support
for like-minded organizations.
Our Christmas for Coho program, involving collection and placement of used
holiday trees to create critical salmon and steelhead habitat, was forced to
largely shut down for the last two winters. Fortunately, we plan to reinstate
tree collection dates this holiday season. We were also able to keep a crucial
part of this program moving forward in 2021. In the spring, TVTU President
Mike Gentry coordinated tree placement in McIver Park on several occasions,
finally using up the trees we had stored over from previous years. In addition,
in cooperation with the Tualatin River National Wildlife Refuge, TVTU
volunteers placed trees donated by Cornell Farm Nursery to help with the
renovation of Chicken Creek, a tributary to the Tualatin River.
Our youth outreach programs with Tualatin Riverkeepers, coordinated
by Vice President Peter Gray, happened again this year, albeit in a more
limited format than past years. Gray and Gentry provided outdoor classroom
experience for the organization’s summer day camps for kids. Despite
COVID precautions, youngsters were able to play conservation games, learn
entomology, and develop basic fly fishing techniques to fuel their future
nature explorations.

TVTU once again partnered with Portland’s eastside chapter, Clackamas River
Trout Unlimited, to offer fishing and camping outings at rivers and lakes
across Oregon. These are informal campground gatherings, usually over a
weekend, and are open to all. We went to Twin Lakes in April, Timothy Lake
in June, Gold Lake in August, and Fall River in September. We look forward to
increasing participation in 2022, as these trips are an excellent opportunity
for members and their families and friends to get to know each other outside
of our general meetings.
As for those monthly meetings, we are in discussions to restart in-person
gatherings as soon as possible. However, we’re also looking for a new
venue with a floor-level meeting room so we can provide easier access for
all members. We have tried several online meetings but are really looking
forward to once again getting together in person! We hope to revive our
annual July picnic this coming year, too.
We wish to thank all our chapter board members, general members,
and volunteers who have continued to provide their input and support
throughout 2021. Particularly, we appreciate those who have stepped
forward to join our board of directors and provide meaningful assistance
and direction for the chapter. We are pleased to welcome our new leaders,
representing a diverse group of individuals.
Finally, we would like to especially thank everyone who has supported TVTU
financially. Since our chapter efforts this past year have been minimal, we
were able to remain viable without additional funding requests. We were
able to offer financial support to local nonprofits that share similar interests.
Our recipients this year included Salmon SuperHwy, Deschutes River Alliance,
Tualatin Riverkeepers, and The Mayfly Project. If you’re not familiar with
these organizations, they are all worth investigating because they do
important work. Of special note is our support for The Mayfly Project, which
will help fund a new Portland center for mentoring foster youth – a place
where those kids can begin building a lifelong connection with the outdoors.
Please look for information about TVTU’s upcoming meetings, fishing
outings, and volunteer opportunities on our website, tvtroutunlimited.
blogspot.com, and on Facebook. As always, we hope to see you soon at our
next chapter activity!
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One of the main attractions in downtown Bend is the walk along the
Deschutes River at Mirror Pond. It’s beautiful, iconic, and artificial – the
result of impounding the river. Built in 1910, the Mirror Pond Dam served as
a power generation facility that included fish passage. Owned by the power
company PacifiCorp, it still provides a very limited amount of electricity to
Bend customers.
In the 1960s, the fish passage fell into disrepair and was never rebuilt. Over
half a century later, there’s still no way for fish to move through the dam.
With construction of Wickiup Dam in the late 1940s, low winter flows and
high summer flows degraded water quality and habitat upstream of Bend,
further contributing to the fishery’s decline. Basin stakeholders have begun
addressing flow restoration through irrigation infrastructure modernization,
farm efficiency, and water marketing. The recently adopted Deschutes Basin
Habitat Conservation Plan requires even more flow improvements. Still, the
problem remains: there’s no connectivity between the upper and middle
segments of the Deschutes River.
Decades of science have established connectivity as a critical factor for
sustainability of a healthy fishery. Fish need to travel into different sections
of a river for lifestage requirements such as spawning and in response to
changing habitat conditions. During periods of low flow and warm water,
fish find refuge in colder sections of rivers and their tributaries. Connectivity
also sustains genetic diversity, and is critical for fish populations’ adaptability
through time and changing environments. More simply put: fish gotta move!
Since the 1960s, the argument that ‘benefits did not warrant the expense
of corrective action’ held sway, so regulatory agencies took no action to
require reestablishing fish passage at Mirror Pond Dam. Now, however, these
arguments are invalid. Nearby fish passage barriers upstream at Colorado
Avenue and downstream at the North Unit Diversion Dam have been
remedied, and increased summer flows in the middle Deschutes and Tumalo
Creek are gradually improving water quality. Consequently, the fishery has
improved in those reaches. So now, the Mirror Pond Dam has the distinction
of being the last manmade fish passage barrier left on the Deschutes River
from Steelhead Falls above Lake Billy Chinook to Wickiup Reservoir. ODFW
has estimated that eliminating the barrier at Mirror Pond dam would allow
the state sensitive native redband trout to access 190 miles of the Deschutes
and its tributaries upstream of Mirror Pond.
The current efforts of the Mirror Pond Fish Passage Advisory Committee,
coic.org/natural-resources-environment/mirrorpond, offer new hope for
restoration of this once premier fishery. The next step is to retain an engineer
to prepare a feasibility study on fish passage options at the dam.
Redbands Trout Unlimited in Bend has been supporting this effort through
the work of Mike Tripp, a chapter board member, who is the public
representative on the advisory committee. Reestablishing fish passage will
take public and ratepayer commitment, but it is possible. Tripp and Trout
Unlimited are committed to pushing this long-awaited fish passage project
out of the red zone and – finally – into the end zone.

Clackamas River Chapter, East Side Portland Metro
Clackamas River Chapter of Trout Unlimited (CRTU) has been an active partner
with agencies and other conservation organizations in our region, in 2021
and for many years prior. We’ve conducted redd surveys, tree plantings, and
invasive species removals in the Clackamas River system. We also helped
design and install informational signs during bull trout reintroduction. All of
this hard work has been put at risk by a powerful adversary in recent years:
the devastation caused by huge local wildfires. But there are hopeful events
happening, too, such as the unprecedented numbers of anadromous fish
returning to our watershed.
Those excellent salmon and steelhead returns were reported by our utility
partner, PGE, which has built masterful fish passage solutions at the dam
projects near Estacada. A unique upstream volitional system allows sorting
of wild and hatchery fish. The downstream juvenile passage is equally
impressive, bypassing all of the dams in a matter of minutes, not weeks.
The result is booming runs of winter steelhead and spring Chinook, as well
as early coho returns that may be the largest on record since the dams were
built. The smolt to adult return ratio (SAR) is at a whopping 9.5, at a time
when fish biologists get giddy with any number over two.
All the hard work of PGE and CRTU was significantly impacted by last year’s
Lion’s Head and Riverside fires. These blazes affected several key spawning
and rearing areas in our basin. ODFW and USFS asked our chapter to partner
in their restoration efforts. After review by our board, CRTU has agreed
to provide grant management and coordination services on two of those
agencies’ projects.
The first project is on the North Fork of Eagle Creek. It’s one of the primary
spawning and rearing tributaries in the lower Clackamas and is home to
important habitat for coho, steelhead, and Chinook. A small dam on this
stream prevents some adult and all juvenile migration, which is critical for
survival when the fish are young. CRTU applied for and received three grants
for the removal of the dam and improvement of a side channel. Planning is
now in progress for dam removal to get underway this coming summer.
Our second project focuses on the spot where Cub Creek and several
other small tributaries join the Clackamas. This confluence creates highpriority spawning habitat that produces plentiful steelhead and salmon.
Unfortunately, this area was hit hard by the Lion’s Head Fire. CRTU will
provide project coordination and contract administration along this stretch,
and we’re hopeful that this project will receive grant funding soon. We are
looking to coordinate large woody debris placement in the summer of 2022
and replanting that following fall.
Administering projects is a big step for our chapter. It’s also meaningful
recognition from our partners that we have the skills and commitment it
takes to restore our watershed. Even after the devastation of wildfire, we are
like the salmon and steelhead that keep fighting their way back to our rivers,
unwilling to give up despite encountering setbacks and challenges. We look
forward to more of this hard but rewarding work in 2022.

Timothy Lake
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CONTACT YOUR LOCAL CHAPTER:

TUALATIN VALLEY CHAPTER
President:
Lori Day
Email:
tvtumembers@gmail.com
Web:
tualatinvalley.tu.org
Location:
Portland Metro West
BLUEBACKS CHAPTER
President:
Troy Rintz
Email:
bluebacksTU@gmail.com
Web:
bluebacks.org
Location:
Corvallis
CLACKAMAS RIVER CHAPTER
President:
Ruth Ann Tsukuda
Email:
info@clackamasrivertu.org
Web:
clackamasrivertu.org
Location:
Portland Metro East

SOUTH COAST CUTTHROAT CHAPTER
President:
Gary Vonderohe
Email:
southcoastcuts@gmail.com
LocationL
Coos Bay

KLAMATH CHAPTER
President:
Nell Scott
Email:
Nell.Scott@tu.org
Web:
klamathtu.com
Location:
Klamath Falls

REDSIDES CHAPTER
President:
Open
Email:
info@theredsides.org
Web:
theredsides.org
Location:
Eugene

DESCHUTES CHAPTER
President
Shaun Pigott
Email:
spigott@teleport.com
Web:
deschutes.tu.org
Location:
Bend

Follow your local Chapter on

Instagram or Facebook!

THANK YOU TO OUR
AMAZING OREGON BUSINESS
AND GUIDE MEMBERS:
Alpine Archery and Fly
The Caddis Fly Angling Shop
The Fly Fishing Shop
Fly Water Travel
Korkers
Loon Outdoors
Paul’s Pipes
The Rogue Angler
Royal Treatment Fly Shop
Sawyer Paddles and Oars
Soul River Runs Deep
The Wet Fly Swing Podcast

