










Bluebacks Chapter, Mid-Willamette Valley

The Bluebacks Chapter has been committed to the North Creek culvert replacement project for multiple years, with the support of two Trout 
Unlimited (TU) Embrace A Stream grants, organizational partnerships, and many passionate volunteer hours. That vision of replacing an outdated, 
undersized and unfunctional culvert to restore migratory passage and natural fl uvial processes has, at long last, become a reality. 

It was a group of anglers that originally brought attention to the outdated culvert that was blocking salmon migration in North Creek, where the 
watershed had experienced immense degradation to critical spawning habitat. Collaborations took root throughout the coastal community and 
beyond, and planning continued for fi ve years, raising awareness and funds for the collective goal at hand: to remove the impeding barrier and 
allow aquatic species to move freely and functionally, as is their migratory path of life. 

With multiple partners involved in stewarding this project, including the Bluebacks, Native Fish Society and Midcoast Watersheds Council, the 
North Creek fi sh passage project was completed. We succeeded in getting the outdated culvert barrier removed, and an open-arch structure was 
successfully implemented. Now, with 16 miles of newly-opened, high-quality habitat, species like Chinook and coho salmon, lamprey, steelhead 
and coastal cutthroat trout will be able to move throughout the watershed, accessing upper areas of the habitat corridor—places they had been 
unable to reach for over 60 years. 

The Bluebacks spearheaded an essential eDNA analysis of the area prior to the culvert removal. Utilizing innovative technology and our river 
scrambling skills, our team of volunteers waded through some swift-moving water and climbed over large logs to reach all of our designated 
sites. There we took water samples, to be analyzed in a lab to show which species were inhabiting that section of the stream. We conducted this 
baseline study to help us understand the recovery process of anadromous fi sh in this system. We look forward to returning to North Creek to do our 
secondary followup eDNA analysis testing, to see what measurable changes are occurring in that ecosystem. 

We hope that the research and work done with this project will also help to improve water quality for Oregon’s coastal communities, reduce the 
risk of future road failures, provide continued conservation education opportunities and perpetually build TU partnerships with important local 
partners. The culvert has been replaced, but we acknowledge that this is also just the beginning of a new chapter to come, as we look forward to 
continuing our collective stewardship of this waterway into the future.



Deschutes Redbands Chapter, Central Oregon

Five board members of the Deschutes Redbands Chapter of Trout Unlimited have volunteered to review and prepare comments on a proposed Habitat 
Conservation Plan (HCP) for the Deschutes River Basin. The board members will be working with the Senior Policy Advisor and Staff  Attorney for Trout 
Unlimited (TU) here in Oregon.

Since the dams were constructed in the upper Deschutes Basin and the maze of canals established to distribute that water to various irrigation districts, 
the iconic upper Deschutes River and its fi shery have become, in essence, an irrigation canal. 

The regulated fl ow of water released from Wickiup Reservoir has ranged from about 25 cfs in winter to as much as 1,900 cfs in summer. The singular 
objective of those water releases is to support the water needs of the North Unit Irrigation District located in Jeff erson County, in and around Madras. 
This water has enabled farming of 59,000 irrigated acres among 980 patrons. Crop commodity sales yield more than $40 million a year in the county, 
according to a May 2017 report called Agriculture & Irrigation in Oregon’s Deschutes and Jeff erson Counties. 

But it is also important to remember what we have lost. Before Wickiup Dam was completed in 1947, the upper Deschutes, due to its largely spring-fed 
sources, enjoyed one of the most constant year-round fl ows of any major river in the nation. Average summer fl ows were 730 cfs and winter fl ows 660 
cfs (Hardin-Davis 1991). Since the river has been repurposed, the regulated fl ows extirpated bull trout in the Upper Deschutes in the late 1950s and 
caused the severe decline of native redband trout. Flow fl uctuations have also signifi cantly widened the channel of the upper Deschutes, aff ecting the 
habitat and survival of the spotted frog. 

“The HCP is a large scale planning eff ort that will help the city of Prineville and the Irrigation District members of the Deschutes Basin Board of Control 
meet their current and future water needs while enhancing fi sh and wildlife habitat,” according to US Fish and Wildlife. “The HCP will eventually 
become part of an application for one or more Endangered Species Act incidental take permits that would authorize the incidental take of listed species 
caused by covered activities.” The three currently listed federally designated endangered species this is expected to aff ect are the spotted frog, bull 
trout and steelhead. 

Three years in the making, the draft HCP and the accompanying draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) were released on October 4. They are 871 
and 1,182 pages respectively. 

For some perspective on the amount of land included, the HCP covers about 10,700 square miles or about 11% of Oregon’s total area. 

Among the various conservation measures proposed in the draft HCP are the future fl ows to be released from Wickiup Dam. These, along with Crooked 
River fl ows, are areas of signifi cant concern to our Deschutes Redbands TU members. From our perspective, it is important for the HCP to include the 
scientifi c basis for any proposed fl ows and how they relate to improving frog and fi sh habitat. The research shows that with the eff ective use of various 
tools like piping, on-farm conservation and water marketing, there is enough water in the basin for agriculture, rivers and the cities

After considering public comments, the fi nal HCP is expected in the spring of 2020. The conservation measures it contains will set the legally binding 
direction for the Deschutes River over the next 30 years. These are critical times for our river. If you want to learn more, including links to the full draft 
HCP and EIS, go to http://bit.ly/DeschutesHCP  

Clackamas River Chapter, East Side Portland Metro

The primary project for Clackamas River Trout Unlimited (CRTU) continues to be our Youth Conservation and Fly Fishing Camp, held yearly on the last 
weekend of July in the Mt. Hood National Forest. CRTU is one of only two chapters nationwide hosting a remote camp in the woods.  

Volunteers are so critical to the success of our camp. We maintain a very good instructor-to-camper ratio, so the kids get the benefi t of volunteer 
experience and instruction.  In addition, volunteers manage all the logistics of housing, cooking and transportation for everyone involved. It’s just a 
small tent camp in the woods—for 40 people!  

At this year’s camp, CEO Chris Wood fl ew in from Trout Unlimited (TU) national headquarters in Virginia to spend a day with us. He gave campers and 
parents a great presentation on public lands, pointing out how our camp is an excellent example of how public lands can be used.  

Young anglers that attend the camp range in age from 10 to 14. They arrive as strangers and have the opportunity to forge friendships that last forever. 
One of our camp graduates is now a sophomore at the University of Oregon and is the leader of TU’s Five Rivers Chapter at the university.  

This camp is our most labor-intensive and costly activity, but it is an incredibly rewarding experience as we teach youngsters basic angling skills and 
introduce them to their role as stewards of this valuable natural environment. 

Our camp is graciously supported by Portland General Electric, US Forest Service and US Fish and Wildlife.  
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Oregon Council of Trout Unlimited
PO Box 740
Gladstone, Oregon 97027-0740

 TUALATIN VALLEY CHAPTER
President: Lori Day
Email: tvtumembers@gmail.com
Web: tualatinvalley.tu.org
Location: Portland Metro West
 BLUEBACKS CHAPTER
President: Troy Rintz
Email: bluebacksTU@gmail.com
Web: bluebacks.org
Location: Corvallis
 CLACKAMAS RIVER CHAPTER
President: Ruth Ann Tsukuda
Email: info@clackamasrivertu.org
Web: clackamasrivertu.org
Location: Portland Metro East
 SOUTH COAST CUTTHROAT CHAPTER
President: Gary Vonderohe
Email: southcoastcuts@gmail.com
LocationL Coos Bay

 KLAMATH CHAPTER
President: Nell Scott
Email: Nell.Scott@tu.org
Web: klamathtu.com
Location: Klamath Falls
 REDSIDES CHAPTER
President: Open
Email: info@theredsides.org
Web: theredsides.org
Location: Eugene
 DESCHUTES CHAPTER
President Shaun Pigott
Email: spigott@teleport.com
Web: deschutes.tu.org
Location: Bend

THANK YOU TO OUR 
AMAZING OREGON BUSINESS 

AND GUIDE MEMBERS:

BlackStrap Insustries, Inc
Dean Finnerty Guides and Outfi tters

Fly Water Media
Guanaja Getaways

H&H Outfi tters
LaunchPack

Oregon Outdoor Excursions
Press Pros

Rainbow Bend Guide Service
Royal Treatment Fly Shop

Russell Randall Guide Service
Soul River Runs Deep
The Rogue Angler, LLC

The Hook Fly Shop

TROUT UNLIMITED 
Western Regional Meeting
www.tu.org/western-regional

MAY 29-30 2020
TAOS, NM

SEE YOU THERE!!

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL CHAPTER:

Follow your local Chapter on 
Instagram or Facebook!


