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From the Council Chair 

Its a challenging time for fish and habitat in Oregon.   

Many factors continue to put pressure on the fish we love and their 
habitat: Climate change, public lands use and threat of transfer or 
sale, water use and land use practices that are not as fish-friendly as 
the fish need them to be. 

Trout Unlimited in Oregon continues to build a reputation of being 
a positive steady influence on fish habitat and conservation in our 
state. The State Council has put in many hours in Salem advocating 
for fish-friendly stream use. The issues of biggest concern revolve 
around responsible suction dredge mining rules, use of biocides 
in Oregon forests and in-stream flows for fish. OCTU will continue 
to work on these issues with the legislature and responsible 
state agencies for best practices and science-based solutions. The 
Oregon Council does this advocacy work with all volunteers. We do 
get support from TU paid staff in Oregon. Tom Wolf is a constant 
presence in Salem covering legislative sessions and key commission 
meetings. We do not employ paid lobbyists in Salem.   

The core TU mission of Restore, Reconnect, Protect and Sustain 
remains strong. You’ll read about all of the project efforts 
coordinated by our chapters in the following pages. In addition, the 
Council supports more regional projects like the Salmon SuperHwy 
on the North Oregon Coast where we are working to open 170 miles 
of habitat for all five species of salmon and steelhead there.   

This great habitat work is all because of the fantastic grass roots 
efforts from the local chapters across the state. As I write this, we 
are kicking off a new chapter in Klamath Falls, which brings us to 
eight chapters in Oregon. The grass roots support for TU in Oregon 
is already amazing, but stay tuned for more opportunities to work 
on projects and contact your local legislators on key issues in the 
upcoming legislative session. 

Of course, all this great work takes funding. We appreciate all of our 
TU members in Oregon, regardless of your level of participation. 
Youll find a donation envelope in this annual report and we 
encourage you to donate to the Council. We use these funds for 
support of local chapters and regional projects across the state. 
If you donate to the Council, all of the funds stay in Oregon, 
supporting state and local projects. 

Happy fishing and hope to see
you at a chapter project this year. 

Terry 

COVER PHOTO: MARTY SHEPPARD 
SPREAD PHOTO: PHIL FISCHER



2016
REVENUE

33% TU REBATES

25% FUNDRAISING

15% MEMBERS

10% BUSINESS

17% 2015 BALANCE

2016
EXPENSES

21% OUTREACH

35% SUPPORT

35% ADVOCACY

8% ADMIN



Tualatin Valley Chapter
West Side Portland Metro

Tualatin Valley Trout Unlimited has 
had another busy and productive year. 
Membership continues to grow, including 
attendance at monthly meetings.  We have 
been able to enlist speakers with varied and 
informative topics that have educated and 
entertained. Board members Peter Gray 
and Mark Rogers present a slideshow of 
photos from chapter events. Another board 
member, Ron Reinebach, hosts popular 
raffles at our meetings, raising funds for 
chapter operations. 

Education and Outreach
• Wide array of conservation outreach vehicles 

including a blog, website, two Facebook pages 
and a Coho Sanctuary website, thanks to the 
good work of board member Jeff Price and 
others.

• Bimonthly newsletter emailed to chapter 
members as well as some nonmembers.  
Board member Jerry Lorang fills each issue 
with information on chapter projects and 
events, greetings to new members, Fly of the 
Month and other tidbits. Board President Erle 
Norman’s articles often flag timely topics such 
as how to reduce stress on fish while fishing in 
hot summer months. 

• Provided volunteers to youth fishing camps 
hosted by Clackamas River TU and the Tualatin 
Riverkeepers. Kids at each event learned about 
fly casting, streamside entomology and related 
topics.  

• Staffed tables at this year’s Sandy River Spey 
Clave and at the Tualatin River National Wildlife 
Refuge Bird Festival.

• Project Healing Waters continues to be 
supported by several chapter members who 
assist veterans at fly tying classes and fishing 
outings.  

• Annual chapter picnic in July was well-
attended, with members of TVTU, CRTU and 
sister club
Stonefly Maidens enjoying a potluck and silent 
auction.  

• Held a number of fishing outings attended by 
TVTU and CRTU members. These campouts and 
day trips are publicized before they happen and 
written up afterward. 

Conservation
• Christmas for Coho project continues to grow, 

with hundreds of Christmas trees collected in 
January and later placed in the Clackamas River 
system.

• Continued riparian work on Derry Dell Creek in 
Tigard.

TVTU meets the second Wednesday of the 
month at Lucky Labrador Public House in 
Multnomah Village.
http://tvtroutunlimited.blogspot.com/

Bluebacks Chapter
Corvallis

The Bluebacks are located in the Willamette 
Valley. Our territory reaches south to the 
Calapooia River, up to the North Santiam 
River, east into the foothills of the 
Cascades and west to the Oregon Coast.  
The chapter was started in 2013 with the 
goal of reaching out to young, diverse 
audiences and engaging them in fly fishing, 
conservation and leadership. We accomplish 
our goals through river cleanup, casting 
lessons, youth education and spawning 
surveys.

Education and Outreach
• The Bluebacks supported Linn-Benton Salmon 

Watch both monetarily and with volunteer 
hours.  Fifth and sixth grade students were 
educated on salmon biology, water quality, 
riparian health and macro-invertebrates. Events 
were held on the South Santiam River and the 
Alsea River.

• The Fly Fishing Film Tour continues to be our 
feature event for the year, and money raised 
helps support our snorkel surveys. It is held 
in February and is popular with the local 
community. Next year’s event will be at the 
Lasells-Stewart Center on the OSU campus.

• We also conducted outreach at numerous 
other community events including the 
Federation of Fly Fishing Expo in Albany and the 
Septembeerfest craft beer festival in Corvallis.  



Conservation
• The Bluebacks continued to focus on the upper 

Siletz River and its wild summer steelhead. 
Snorkel surveys of adult resting pools were 
conducted on 11 miles of the North Fork Siletz 
above Valsetz Falls. Winter and spring spawn 
surveys were completed on several tributaries 
of the South Fork Siletz and on Gravel Creek. All 
data collected is shared with ODFW in order to 
aid with fish management.

• Five miles of the South Santiam River were 
cleaned through SOLVE and floats were held in 
June and October.  Both trips included lunch, 
socializing and some good fishing.

Monthly meetings are held the first 
Wednesday of the month at the Watershed 
Fly Shop in Corvallis.
www.bluebacks.org 
facebook.com/TUBluebacks

Deschutes Chapter
Central Oregon

The Deschutes Chapter continues its focus 
on finding ways to protect and improve 
our coldwater fisheries throughout Central 
Oregon. Since our Chapter was reactivated 
seven years ago, we have steadily grown in 
terms of membership and our commitment 
to one of the premier fishing regions in the 
Northwest. 

Education and Outreach
• Our education program continues to expand. 

This year Darek Staab, as part of the Home 

Rivers Initiative, reached over 600 elementary 
students in La Pine, Bend and Sisters. Darek 
provides these programs both in the classroom 
and more significantly in the field. This is 
often the first chance for many of these kids to 
actually see and walk local creeks/rivers while 
developing an understanding of their ecology. 
Education is key if we are to fulfill our mission. 

• Bend Casting Club (now a partner within 
our chapter under this year’s reorganization) 
supported several community outreach efforts, 
including a night of fly fishing films and 
the Bend Fly Fishing Festival in the Old Mill 
District along the Deschutes. These programs 
signal our chapter’s recommitment to being 
a more visible conservation presence in our 
communities. 

• Advocacy continues to be a major focus. The 
Basin Study is our single largest advocacy effort 
with its goal of restoring and managing flows 
in the Upper Deschutes while also meeting 
the needs of agriculture and municipalities. 
The most recent Basin Study Work Group was 
attended by 45 stakeholders. Trout Unlimited is 
an active participant in this and several other 
water management projects in the basin. 

• Our chapter may be unique in that at least five 
other local/regional nonprofit organizations 
have some interest in water, watershed, river, 
fishery and stream habitat conservation. We 
believe our chapter has and will continue to 
be a key voice in protecting and improving our 
coldwater fisheries.  

Conservation
• Our chapter, and specifically the Home Rivers 

Initiative, led conservation projects to protect, 
restore and reconnect our coldwater fisheries 
and rivers in the Upper Crooked Basin including 
Derr Meadows, Crazy Creek, and Deep Creek. 

• In the Lower Crooked Basin, an Embrace-A-
Stream grant project was completed on Hidden 
Falls spring creek with a goal of reconnecting 
this coldwater refugia to Ochoco Creek. 

• We have been strong participants in the Opal 
Springs fish passage project. 

• In partnership with Crook County stakeholders 
we have also been active in McKay and Ochoco 
Creeks, including the Stearns Dam removal.

• Chapter work in Trout Creek improves spawning 
opportunities for fish migrating out of the 
Lower Deschutes. 

• Our ongoing commitment to restoring riparian 
areas and establishing fisher access sites on 
the Metolius River, Wychus Creek and Indian 
Ford Creek is making a visible impact while 
repairing riparian degradation. 

• The chapter has also been an active partner 
in the third annual fish salvage effort on the 
Deschutes at Lava Island Falls where 3900 
salmonids were rescued (trapped due to low 
water, captured and relocated in the main 
Deschutes). This effort was covered through 
multiple media outlets.    

The Deschutes Chapter meets every 
_________ at ____________.
www.deschutes.tu.org



Clackamas River Chapter
East Side Portland Metro

The Clackamas River Chapter continues 
to focus on habitat restoration and 
improvements in the Clackamas and 
Sandy River Basins in East Multnomah and 
Clackamas Counties. The chapter is proud 
to collaborate on projects with a number 
of partners, including Clackamas River 
Basin Watershed Council, Sandy River Basin 
Watershed Council, BARK, US Forest Service 
and ODFW.

Education and Outreach
• Hosted 12th annual Youth Conservation and 

Fly Fishing Camp for children ages 10-14. The 
weekend camp features a watershed classroom 
on the Collawash River and instruction in � y 
casting, � shing, � sh anatomy � y tying and 
outdoor skills. We had a full session of 15 
campers and 7 parents this year. The camp’s 
popularity is shown by our waiting list, which 
is nearly full for 2017. This is TU’s only remote 
camp in the nation where everyone sleeps in 
tents and all camp food is prepared onsite by 

volunteer sta� . Many thanks to both Tualatin 
Valley and CRTU for volunteer sta�  ng.

• Our annual kids’ free � shing day was the � rst 
weekend of June at Small Fry Pond. This is 
jointly hosted by CRTU, US Forest Service, PGE 
and ODFW. Kids up to age 14 � sh with help 
from knowledgeable volunteers. Over 100 
youth anglers were assisted during the day, 
many of them catching their � rst � sh ever.

Conservation
• Awarded an Embrace-A-Stream grant to place 

Bull Trout information signs on the Clackamas 
River as part of our recent reintroduction of 
Bull Trout to the upper Clackamas Basin. CRTU 
also supported this year’s release of juveniles 
and redd counts, which continue to increase 
every year in the upper Clackamas.

• Coordinated placement of Christmas trees from 
the Christmas for Coho project in partnership 
with Tualatin Valley TU, ODFW, Metro and 
Clackamas River Basin Watershed Council. 
Over 500 Christmas trees were placed in side 
channels on the lower Clackamas to provide 
complex rearing habitat for Coho juveniles.

• Worked with the US Forest Service to remove 
an illegal raft structure in Fish Lake. This is 

part of a roadless and wilderness area where 
campers had hauled in styrofoam, chemical 
barrels and plywood to construct a very large 
permanent raft on the lake.   

• Provided a signi� cant volunteer workforce to 
the Clackamas River Basin Council tree planting 
on Eagle Creek. Over 400 trees were planted as 
part of the Shade Our Streams project.

CRTU meets the second Tuesday of every 
month at Pronto Bella Pizza in Clackamas.  
www.clackamasrivertu.org

The Redsides Chapter
Eugene-Springfield

The Redsides chapter has a long history of 
protecting cold water resources in the South 
Willamette Valley, specifically the McKenzie 
and Upper Willamette watersheds. We are 
a grass roots organization that works with 
other conservation partners across the 
region to protect our cold water resources.

Education and Outreach
• We continue to sponsor two Project Healing 

Waters programs, one in Eugene/Springfield 



and one in Roseburg. Project Healing Waters 
provides fishing outings for disabled veterans.  
The Redsides Chapter supports this effort with 
volunteers and fishing hosts to assist with 
these events. 

• Chapter members worked a booth at the 
Eugene Boat and Sportsmen’s Show to increase 
Trout Unlimited membership.

Conservation
• Chapter volunteers teamed up with ODFW 

and the BLM in March to plant native trees 
and plants on Vincent Creek, a tributary of 
the Smith River. Vincent is one of the main 
spawning grounds for wild steelhead in the 
Smith River watershed. The chapter is also 
working with TU national staff to prevent a 
new nickel mine in the upper Smith Watershed.

• Chapter volunteers partnered with ODFW and 
the South Coast Cutthroat Chapter to conduct 
steelhead redd counts to enhance data for both 
the West Fork Smith River lifecycle salmonid 
study and the greater coastal calibration study 
for steelhead.

The Redsides Chapter meets the first 
Monday of the month at Roaring Rapids 
Pizza in Eugene.
http://theredsides.org/

South Coast Cutthroat Chapter,
Coos Bay

The South Coast Cutthroat Chapter is in 
its second year, drawing members from 
Florence to the California border. The 
chapter is building important partnerships 
with local watershed councils along 
with state and federal agencies, with a 
primary focus to conserve and restore 
salmonid populations and their habitats 
along the southern Oregon Coast. Many 
of the chapter’s active volunteers are avid 
steelhead anglers. 

Education and Outreach
• Hosted a steelhead fishing clinic in January 

2016 on the West Fork Millicoma River.  There 
were over 30 participants that learned about 
steelhead fishing tackle, water safety, proper 
handling of steelhead, and fishing tips.

• Hosted an informational booth at the Coos Bay 

Blackberry Arts Festival in August, interacting 
with the public to talk about the chapter and 
the work we do.

Conservation
• Partnered with the Redsides Chapter to assist 

ODFW with steelhead spawning surveys on the 
West Fork Smith River.

• Partnered with the Coos Watershed Association 
to provide fish passage at Stulls Falls on the 
West Fork Millicoma River.  Funds from an 
Embrace-A-Stream grant helped support this 
project.  Before this project the falls were a 
passage barrier to salmon during prolonged 
low flow periods.

The South Coast Cutthroat Chapter meets 
on the third Thursday of the month from 
September through May. 
Meetings are open to members and non-
members.
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Name
Business
Address
City, State ZIP

Oregon Council of Trout Unlimited
PO Box 740
Gladstone, Oregon 97027-0740

 TUALATIN VALLEY CHAPTER
President: Erle Norman
Email: caddis2000@hotmail.com
Web: tualatinvalley.tu.org
Facebook: facebook.com/tualatinvalleyTU
 BLUEBACKS CHAPTER
President: Doc Reedy
Email: bluebacksTU@gmail.com
Web: bluebacks.org
Facebook: facebook.com/TUBluebacks
 CLACKAMAS RIVER CHAPTER
President: Dick Hollenbeck
Email: dick@clackamasrivertu.org
Web: clackamasrivertu.org
Facebook: facebook.com/

ClackamasRiverTroutUnlimited

 WILD NORTH COAST CHAPTER
President: Austin Tomlinson
Email: nwregolith@gmail.com
Web: wildnorthcoasttu.wordpress.com
Facebook: facebook.com/WildNorthCoastTU
 REDSIDE CHAPTER
President: Geoffrey Shipley
Email: shipley.g@gmail.com
Web: theredsides.org
Facebook: facebook.com/theredsides
 DESCHUTES CHAPTER
President Michael Tripp
Email: mtripp@bendcable.com
Web: deschutes.tu.org
Facebook: facebook.com/

DeschutesChapter#552TroutUnlimited

THANK YOU TO OUR 
AMAZING OREGON BUSINESS 

AND GUIDE MEMBERS:

BlackStrap Insustries, Inc
Dean Finnerty Guides and Outfitters

Fly Water Media
Guanaja Getaways

H&H Outfitters
LaunchPack

Oregon Outdoor Excursions
Press Pros

Rainbow Bend Guide Service
Russell Randall Guide Service

Soul River Runs Deep
The Rogue Angler, LLC

The Hook Fly Shop

TROUT UNLIMITED 
Western Regional Meeting

May 5-7, 2017
Scottsdale, AZ

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL CHAPTER:


